
Excercises of description 









Description activity starts in on-the-spot investigation: 

 

- identify different built objects with their specific way of 
occupying the ground - "urban materials"  

- identify parts: urban areas with homogeneous conditions, 
if any (mainly same kind of housing types) 

- observe repetition of objects and exceptional items 

- identify fragments: a fragment is what remains of a whole 
(a project not concluded, a previous agricultural land 
subdivided…) 

- identify infrastructures and their relation to the 
surrounding areas, built or open green; different traffic 
speeds require different devices and connection to served 
areas 

- identify wasteland, if any, i.e. leftover spaces due to 
overlap or juxtaposition of different projects/rationalities, 
dismissed structures 



- identify spaces for the water system, if any is still visible 
after the frequent process of concealment or removal to 
expand built area and agriculture; water system in relation 
to built areas as well as to cultivated ones 

- take (ideally) measures: what is big and what small, 
evaluate it by comparison (large shopping centers, large 
open spaces…) 

- observe the permanent characters of the areas as well as 
the transient ones (the ancient alignment of primary 
mobility devices, the location of historical centers…) 

- observe open spaces and spaces which have the 
potentiality to be transformed 

- observe continuity and dis-continuity in the urban tissue, 
i.e. places which are barriers, sequences of places which 
form corridors… 

- recognize the ways of living and practices that give life to 
the city  



select the means to represent the different readings 
of the territory:  

photos, video, sketches, interviews, story-telling… 



Excercises of description 
Boeri, Basilico _ Sezioni del paesaggio italiano, 1996 
 
Territorial sections and photos 
Parts and landscapes 

















Excercises of description 
F.Infussi et al. _ Building regulation for Seregno town, 
2003 
 
identify different built objects with their specific way 
of occupying the ground - "urban materials"  
 
and related issues, such as settlement density, relation 
to open spaces, mix of uses 
 

















Excercises of description 
Zardini, Bucher, Campi _ Glattalstadt, 2001 
 

identify different built objects with their specific way 
of occupying the ground - "urban materials"  

identify parts: urban areas with homogeneous 
conditions, if any (mainly same kind of housing types) 

 











Excercises of description 
Secchi – Viganò studio, General plan for Pesaro city, 
1998 
 
- identify parts: urban areas with homogeneous 
conditions, if any (mainly same kind of housing types, 
same relation to roads, to open spaces, to facilities) 

- identify fragments: a fragment is what remains of a 
whole (a project not concluded, a previous 
agricultural land subdivided…) 

 
 



residenza - tipi edilizi 







principio insediativo in base all’analisi tecnicamente pertinente 

villini / isolato discontinuo / vegetazione: filari, siepi, aiuole 



Excercises of description 
Boeri, Lanzani, Marini, Il territorio che cambia, 2003 
 
- observe repetition of objects and exceptional items 

- identify infrastructures and their relation to the 
surrounding areas, built or open green; different 
traffic speeds require different devices and connection 
to served areas 

 



Changes in Milan metropolitan area: 
Identify some figures in the 
metropolitan   
metamorphosis processes 
 
Islands 
Linear attractors 
Hybrid machines 
Plugs (tassello) 
 

Boeri, Lanzani, Marini, Il territorio che cambia, Abitare Segesta, 1993 



Islands (il magentino): il mutamento per addizioni di porzioni introverse e pianificate di territorio, con reiterazione di 
di oggetti edilizi simili, Lottizzazioni residenziali introverse a bassa densità 



Islands: not single families development anymore, but “islands” with higher density, some kind of green areas, 
proximity to consolidated dispersed centers 





Linear attractors: il mutamento attorno ad un tracciato con sequenze di edifici  



Linear attractors: shopping strip (strada mercato) 



identify structuring elements 
 
observe the permanent characters of the areas as well 
as the transient ones (the ancient alignment of 
primary mobility devices, the location of historical 
centers…) 
 
observe the role of the elements/parts 
 
interpretation sketches 
 
 







Prato, PRGC, elements structuring the settlement (also support to dispersion), 1994 



industria - stato di fatto 

distretto industriale:  

entità socioeconomica costituita da un 
insieme di imprese, facenti 
generalmente parte di uno stesso 
settore produttivo, espressione di una 
comunità locale, basato su mobilità e 
flessibilità del lavoro, localizzato in 
un’area circoscritta, tra le quali vi è 
collaborazione, ma anche 
concorrenza. 



La Spezia Val di Magra plan: comparison between “old style periphery” and areas of dispersion  
- restructuring of the city (the conventional periphery) – continuity, proximity with the existing urban structure 
- single family house, little workshops, but also atopic objects – new organization of territory ESITO DI 
RAZIONALITA’ MINIMALE (minimal rationality i.e. limited to what is strictly necessary to guide choices of 
actors; categories are often vague, weak and open)  

minimal rationality i.e. 
limited to what is strictly 
necessary to guide choices 
of individual actors 



paesaggio agrario 

paesaggio agrario aperto

paesaggio agrario semiaperto

paesaggio agrario suburbano

alberature



Excercises of description 
Venturi Scott Brown _ L e a r n i n g from Las Vegas, 
1972 
 
the way I move in a place to explore it  
changes greatly what I see and perceive 
(by car…) 
 



Excercises of description 
Venturi Scott Brown _ L e a r n i n g from Las Vegas, 
1972 
 
identify infrastructures and their relation to the 
surrounding areas 
 

observe the permanent characters of the areas as well 
as the transient ones  
 

recognize the ways of living and practices that give 
life to the city  
 























Excercises of description 
Kevin Lynch _ the perception of the city (in movement) 







Excercises of description 
Secchi-Viganò studio _ Detailed relief of urban places 
(rilievo), mainly in the ‘90s 
 
observe all of the elements and materials in the city 









Excercises of description 
Infrastructure for mobility 
 
identify infrastructures and 
their relation to the 
surrounding areas, built or 
open green; different traffic 
speeds require different 
sections and connection to 
served areas; 
identify hierarchies 
 



Microstorie02  
il “passante” di  Mestre 
 
 
lunghezza totale   

32,3km 
 
 
 
 
Il costo complessivo dell’opera è stato 
quantificato in  

750 milioni di euro. 

 
 
Pari a  

23milioni di euro al Km 

 
 
La Regione ha stanziato 
per opere complementari. 

103 milioni di euro  

 
 
 



Microstorie03  
La pedemontana Veneta 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

Il tessuto spugnoso 
esistente entra in contatto 
con la nuova strada 
attraverso la realizzazione di 
nodi di allacciamento con la 
viabilità secondaria, risolti a 
mezzo di rotatorie, svincoli e 
sottopassi. 

La nuova infrastruttura 
diventa una sorta di “taglio” 
territoriale che necessita di 
un’ accurata “ricucitura” con 
gli elementi minuti della 
viabilità. Le intersezioni 
richiedono sempre la 
realizzazione di nuovi tunnel 
o ponti; producendo un 
andamento altimetrico molto 
articolato. 

In cifre, rispetto l’intero 
tracciato: 

37.2% in rilevato; 

34.3% in trincea; 

2.6% in viadotto; 

25.9% in galleria. 



Sponge/Pipes 
la spugna 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
rete minore e  insediamenti dipersi fra padova e 
castelfranco 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 



 fosso, svincolo, fosso, SS308 in viadotto , fosso, svincolo, fosso 

SS308 viadotto  

 barriere antirumore, viadotto, barriere antirumore 

 fosso, SS308,  fosso   

fosso, SS308, fosso  

svincolo 

viadotto 

In rilevato 

a raso 

 fosso, platano, SS307, platano, fosso  

 fiume musone, SS307, fosso “tombinato”  

 fiume musone, SS307, platano, fosso carrabile 

 argine in rilevato, fiume musone, argine in rilevato, SS307,  fosso carrabile  

argine in rilevato,  fiume musone,  SS307 in rilevato ,  fosso  

Strada - campagna 

Strada - mercato 

Strada - residenza 

Strada - argine 



gerarchie VS livelli 
cosa succede quando si inserisce un 
tubo dentro la spugna 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
01_ TAGLIO 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
02_ATTRAVERSAMENTI 



gerarchie VS livelli 
cosa succede quando si inserisce un 
tubo dentro la spugna 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
03_ RICONESSIONE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
04_SELEZIONE  





Excercises of description 
Wasteland and drosscape 
 
identify wasteland, if any, i.e. leftover spaces due to 
overlap or juxtaposition of different projects/
rationalities, dismissed structures, brownfields 
 









Excercises of description 
water system infrastructures 
 
identify spaces for the water system, if any is still 
visible after the frequent process of concealment or 
removal to expand built area and agriculture; water 
system in relation to built areas as well as to 
cultivated ones 

 





Microstorie04  
la razionalizzazione veneta della rete 
delle acque 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
processi di razionalizzazione 
  
 









Excercises of description 
uses and distribution of uses 
especially public facilities 



mixitè of uses 

residenza

produttivo

commerciale

servizi pubblici

servizi privati

annesso agricolo



but often only ordinary spaces 




